
OFFICE OF THE 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

TODD SPITZER 

September 27, 2023 

Sheriff Don Barnes 
Orange County Sheriffs Department 
550 N. Flower Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92703 

Re: Custodial Death on May 11, 2022 
Death of Inmate Jade Sasha Castellanos 
District Attorney Investigations Case 22-001419 
Orange County Sheriffs Department Case 22-015532 
Orange County Crime Laboratory Case 22-45462 

Dear Sheriff Barnes, 

Please accept this letter detailing the Orange County District Attorney's (OCDA) Office's 
investigation and legal conclusion in connection with the above-listed incident involving the May 
11, 2022, custodial death of 44-year-old inmate Jade Sasha Castellanos. 

OVERVIEW 

This letter contains a description ofthe scope and the legal conclusions resulting from the OCDA's 
investigation of the custodial death of Castellanos. In this letter, the OCDA describes the criminal

investigative methodology employed, evidence examined, witnesses interviewed, facts 
discovered, and the legal principles applied to review the conduct of any Orange County Sheriff's 
Department (OCSD) personnel or any other person under the supervision of the OCSD in 
connection with this custodial death incident. 

On May 11, 2022, at approximately 12:00 a.m., and while conducting a routine safety check, 
OCSD Deputy Kristen Woodward discovered Castellanos unconscious and unresponsive in her 
cell at the Men's Central Jail, Intake -Release Center (IRC). This Mod is located in the Men's 
Central Jail and is designated for female inmates with mental health needs. Immediately 
thereafter, Deputy Woodward radioed for assistance and began providing emergency medical 
treatment to Castellanos. Several additional deputies and Orange County Health Care Agency 
(OCHCA) medical personnel responded to provide further aid, pending arrival of Orange County 
Fire Authority (OCFA) paramedics. This included the use of an automated external defibrillator 
(AED), insertion of an oral airway, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). 

Upon their arrival, paramedics noted Castellanos was unresponsive, cold to the touch, and had 
no pulse or respirations. Despite their subsequent efforts to revive Castellanos, paramedics were 
unsuccessful and Castellanos was pronounced dead at approximately 12:34 a.m. 
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